Joint Global Energy and Water Experiment (GEWEX) International Soil Moisture Working Group (ISMWG) and Committee on Earth Observing Satellites (CEOS) Land Product Validation (LPV) Soil Moisture Focus Group Meeting
May 5, 2011
Oxnard, CA, USA
The ISMWG and the newly formed CEOS Land Product Validation (LPV) Soil Moisture Focus Group will hold a joint meeting to address mutual areas of interest and to formulate plans to establish and document validation protocols and data sharing. This one day meeting will follow a closely associated meeting of the Soil Moisture Active Passive (SMAP) Cal/Val Workshop May 3-4, 2011.  The meeting web site provides more details. 

(http://smap.jpl.nasa.gov/science/workshops/index.cfm?FuseAction=ShowNews&NewsID=65&newsTypeID=2)
A common goal of these groups is to foster quantitative validation of higher level global land products derived from remotely sensed data, in a traceable way, and to relay results so they are relevant to users. Specific goals include; increasing the quality and efficiency of global satellite product validation by developing and promoting international standards and protocols (Field sampling, scaling techniques, accuracy reporting, and data/information exchange) and providing feedback to international structures.

Among the goals for this meeting are to:
· Encourage cooperation for the establishment of a global in situ soil moisture network 

· Foster cooperation among soil moisture data and product production teams 

· Provide updates on the state of the art of ground-, aircraft, and satellite-based validation
· Develop a plan for preparing best validation practices documentation
All members of either the ISMWG or SM Focus Group are invited to attend and make a presentation related to the meeting goals. 
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